Joint Meeting of the Union 26 and Amherst-Pelham Regional School Committees
Tuesday, August 26, 2014
Library, Amherst Regional High School
IN ATTENDANCE:
Trevor Baptiste, Chair (Region & Union 26)
Lawrence O'Brien (Region & Union 26)
Rick Hood (Region & Union 26)
Sarah Dolven (Region)
Katherine Appy (Region & Union 26)
Stephen Sullivan (Region)
Dan Robb (Region)
Darius Modestow (Union 26)
Tara Luce (Union 26)
ABSENT:
Amilcar Shabazz (Region)
Kathleen Traphagen (Region)

Maria Geryk, Superintendent
Mike Morris, Assistant Superintendent
Kathryn Mazur, Human Resources Director
Sean Mangano, Assistant Finance Director
Debbie Westmoreland, Recorder

1. Call to Order and Agenda Review
7:03 p.m.
Mr. Baptiste called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. He reviewed the new process for accepting public comment,
which includes asking the public to complete a form indicating the topic on which they wish to speak. Mr.
Baptiste noted that the Chair will call on people to speak at the beginning of the meeting, and will also invite
public comment after each agenda item. He then reviewed the agenda, noting that he will be changing the order
of the agenda items. Mr. Modestow moved to call the Union 26 meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. Ms. Luce seconded
and the motion was unanimously approved. Mr. O’Brien asked for clarification off the new public comment
process described by Mr. Baptiste, and Ms. Appy requested a discussion since it is different from the process
outlined in policy. Mr. Baptiste noted that he took the plan for public comment from his understanding of the
discussion at the School Committee retreat. Discussion followed regarding the process and having the Policy
Subcommittee review the policy regarding public comment.
2. Public Comment
7:16 p.m.
Max Page, parent and alum, thanked the School Committee, staff, and teachers for all the work they do. He noted
that we should take pride in having a community that engages in hard conversations, and encouraged the School
Committee to put aside personal issues and focus on the Equity Plan put in place by the Superintendent.
3. Open Meeting Violation Complaint
7:18 p.m.
DOCUMENTS: Open Meeting Law Complaint dated August 12, 2014; Letter from Trevor Baptiste to Tom
Flittie Dated August 13, 2014
Mr. Baptiste read an Open Meeting Law complaint that was filed by community member Tom Flittie regarding
the meeting called by Mr. Baptiste on July 14, 2014. He then distributed a letter he prepared as a response for the
Committee’s consideration and moved that the School Committee adopt it as their response. Mr. Baptiste read the
letter aloud and discussion followed. During discussion, Mr. O’Brien read a memo from the Town of Amherst’s
legal counsel, Koppelman and Page, which states that district policy only allows for the Chair to post meetings.
Mr. Hood suggested adding an addendum to the letter including the attorney’s memo and the district’s policy.
After further discussion, Mr. Hood moved to amend the motion to include the Koppelman and Page memo and
district Policy DBD in the Open Meeting Law complaint response as attachments. Ms. Dolven seconded and the
motion was approved unanimously. Mr. Baptiste then moved to include the minutes of the July 14, 2014 meeting
to the response package. After discussion, there was no second to the motion. Ms. Appy noted that she will not
vote to approve this response, because it does not include a statement that the minutes of July 14 will be voided.
She stated that the meeting was an illegal meeting. Mr. O’Brien agreed, noting that he believes the meeting
violated policy. Mr. Baptiste stated that he has not broken any policy because the Chair was not able to call a
meeting that the democratically-elected body asked him to call. He noted that the district has policies which
prevent the School Committee from being bound by any action of an individual member. Mr. O’Brien stated that
he was not unable to post the meeting, but was unwilling to post it due to fiduciary and ethical reasons. After

further discussion, a vote was then taken on the amended original motion, which was approved with five in favor
and Mr. O’Brien and Ms. Appy opposed.
4. Appoint Union 26 School Committee Chair
7:56 p.m.
Ms. Appy nominated Darius Modestow to serve as Chair of the Union 26 School Committee. Mr. Hood seconded
and the motion was unanimously approved.
5. Vote on Finance Director
7:58 p.m.
DOCUMENTS: Memo to the Regional School Committee and Union 26 School Committee from Kathryn
Mazur, HR Director regarding Director of Finance
Mr. Baptiste noted that the Superintendent conducted a national search, interviewing eight candidates for the
Finance Director position. He reviewed the responsibilities of the position. On behalf of the Regional and Union
26 School Committees, Mr. O’Brien moved to appoint Sean Mangano as Finance Director for the Amherst,
Pelham and Amherst-Pelham Regional School Districts. Ms. Appy seconded and the motion was unanimously
approved. Ms. Geryk congratulated Mr. Mangano and noted that the district is very fortunate to have him in the
role.
6. Policies for First Reading: Fingerprinting Policy & Service Animals Policy
8:05 p.m.
DOCUMENTS: Service Animals in the Schools—First Reading Draft; Fingerprinting
A. Service Animals Policy: Mr. Robb asked for clarification at the second reading of why only dogs and
miniature horses are included as possible service animals. Ms. Dolven asked for clarification of why the words
“required” and “individually trained” are in quotation marks. Ms. Luce asked that the policy address whether
service animals have to be independently certified. Mr. Sullivan expressed concern about whether the 10-day
notification requirement will prevent students who need a service animal outside of the school day or visitors to
the school from bringing a service animal to after-school events. The questions will be researched by the Policy
Subcommittee prior to the second reading and vote.
B. Fingerprinting Policy: Mr. O ‘Brien asked if the cost to employees associated with the fingerprinting
requirement has been negotiated with the employee unions. Ms. Mazur confirmed that it has. Ms. Luce noted
that she wants to be mindful that these costs can represent a hardship to some of the employee units that make a
lower salary. Mr. Baptiste agreed, noting that the Policy Subcommittee discussed that very issue and the policy is
only being put in place because it is a state requirement. There were no suggestions for changes to the policy prior
to the second reading.
7. Accept Gifts
8:20 p.m.
DOCUMENTS: Memo to the Amherst-Pelham Regional School Committee from Mary Wallace, District
Treasurer, dated August 20, 2014
Mr. O’Brien moved to accept $500 from the Class of 2014 for a scholarship donation for the class of 2015;
$5,000 from AEF for the Mr. Hood seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.
8. Adjournment
8:22 p.m.
Mr. Baptiste noted that the Regional School Committee will adjourn to Executive Session per MGL Chapter 30A,
Section 21 (2) to conduct contract negotiations with nonunion personnel (Superintendent, Assistant
Superintendent and Finance Director) with no intention to return to open session. The Regional School
Committee agreed to adjourn to Executive Session by unanimous roll call vote.
Mr. Modestow noted that the Union 26 School Committee will adjourn to Executive Session per MGL Chapter
30A, Section 21 (2) to conduct contract negotiations with nonunion personnel (Superintendent, Assistant
Superintendent and Finance Director) with no intention to return to open session. The Union 26 School
Committee agreed to adjourn to Executive Session by unanimous roll call vote.
Respectfully Submitted,
Debbie Westmoreland, Recorder

